little orphan! At times, when seeing children gradu-
ally fading away, I feel thankful that my poor boy
was spared slow death.'
Boils were almost universal and the least scratch
was apt to become inflamed. There were still cholera,
smallpox-, dysentery, fever, and scurvy in the garri-
son, though none of these diseases had been so
severe as might have been expected: Dr Fayrer said
that in all his experience of India he had never
known such a healthy September. There was little
fare for the sick and wounded beyond gun-bullock
beef, chapatties, and rum.
The number of artillerymen had been so reduced
by casualties and sickness that, although they were
assisted by volunteers, they were forced to run from
one battery to another when there was a general
assault, firing into the enemy wherever they were
thickest, since there were not enough gunners to
serve half the guns and mortars at the same time.
Soon after the middle of the month the beer and
rum rations were reduced by half, and in a few days
they ceased altogether. Coffee was sold at six shillings
a pound, tea at sixteen shillings. Eggs could occasion-
ally be bought at prices up to two shillings apiece,
and a man whose wife was ill paid two pounds for a
small fowl. Some of the women were half starving
themselves so that their husbands and children
might not go short. It was a great occasion at
FayrerJs house when there was a quarter of mutton
for dinner, as well as suet pudding with some patent
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